






Solar Partnerships 
When it comes to working, playing 
or studying, light is often the limiting 
factor for those without electricity. Cli-
mate Alliance supports projects for the 
distribution of solar lamps in indige-
nous communities in Peru. The mobile 
battery-powered devices can provide 3 
to 6 hours of light and be recharged via 
small solar modules or a charging sta-
tion. The project in the northern Ama-
zonian region of Peru aims to improve 
living conditions, boost environ¬mental 
awareness and promote renewable 
energies while creating jobs, avoiding 
CO2 emissions, and establishing contact 
between municipalities and schools in 
Europe and Amazonia.

Cooperation with FORMABIAP, a train-
ing programme for indigenous teachers 
in Iquitos, Peru that was part of the 
project from the beginning, has recom-
menced. Workshops for the assembly 
and repair of these solar lamps were 
set up in three Peruvian regions; over 
200 lamps were distributed.  

Climate Alliance members Magdeburg 
(DE) and Bühl (DE) regularly support 
the project, which is also co-financed 
through various donors.

Climate Alliance contact: 
Thomas Brose
t.brose@climatealliance.org



SHOWCASING ACTION 
Climate Alliance represents the interests of its members on all political levels and 
makes sure their voice is heard. Cities and towns that join Climate Alliance raise 
their international profile and get the opportunity to see their achievements dis-
seminated widely via a range of PR channels and social media, conferences and 
events. 

Do good work and talk about it

Communication is a core Climate Alliance activity. The Alliance works to raise 
public awareness for environmental issues, providing much-needed information 
about policies and funding while showcasing what municipalities are doing on the 
ground. To this end, Climate Alliance relies on classical press and media work, is 
active on social media channels, and informs its members and stakeholders via its 
eClimail newsletter. 

The Climate Alliance website continues to serve as the main communication tool 
on the international level and will soon be re-launched to further enhance 
visibility. Regular news pieces featured on the site range from the latest European 
policy issues to hands-on climate change mitigation activities on the local level 
and partnerships with indigenous communities.

As Climate Alliance acts as an official partner in a range of high profile initiatives 
and projects such as the Covenant of Mayors, the activities of its members often 
gain extra visibility through external websites. Climate Alliance examples and 
contributions, for instance the “Competitive Europe – Local authority vision on 
2030 climate and energy policy,” received heightened attention and have been 
discussed widely on the European level.

Member activities

Climate Alliance is proud to showcase best practice examples of 
member communities via www.climatealliance.org. The collec-
tion highlights the diversity of activities within Climate Alliance, 
and places member municipalities in the spotlight as examples to 
follow, also in Climate Alliance lobby work and  events. Does your 
municipality have best practice to share? Contact us and make it 
known!

Climate Alliance contact: Verena Boos
v.boos@climatealliance.org
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2014 Climate Star winners

Entrants with up to 10,000 
inhabitants

     �Derekegyház (HU) 
Hartberg (AT) 
Krenglbach (AT) 	  

Entrants with up to 100,000
inhabitants

     �Baden (AT) 
Hesperange (LU) 
Ingelheim a.Rh. (DE) 
Klosterneuburg (AT) 
Tulln (AT)

Entrants with over 100,000  
inhabitants

     �Bielefeld (DE) 
Budapest/3rd District Óbuda (HU) 
Cascais (PT) 
The Hague (NL) 
Essen (DE) 
Ghent (BE)

Regions and Regional Associations

      �Lake Constance Cities Assoc. (AT, CH, DE) 
Dechantskirchen (AT) 
Waldviertler Kernland Regions (AT)

2014 Climate Star
In October 2014, the Climate Star was 
awarded for the 6th year since 2002 to 
outstanding projects by cities, munici-
palities and regional networks from 
all over Europe. The awards ceremony 
in Perchtoldsdorf (AT) saw 14 local 
and regional authorities recognised. 
Winning projects were selected in four 
categories based on number of inhabit-
ants. The award criteria took aspects 
such as sustainability, the likelihood 
of a multiplier effect, media coverage, 
innovation, and citizen involvement 
into account. With the Climate Star, 
Climate Alliance honours the commit-
ment and achievements of European 

cities, municipalities and regions in the 
fields of sustainable energy, mobil-
ity, consumption, urban and regional 
development and citizen involvement. 
The 14 winners of the 2014 competi-
tion stand alongside the 90 previously 
awarded projects since 2009.

Climate Alliance contact: 
Ulrike Janssen
u.janssen@climatealliance.org 

Co-funder: The Region of Lower Austria

Campaign start: 2002

climate-star.net
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Repowermap
Repowermap is an interactive online 
map that promotes renewable ener-
gies and energy efficiency on the local 
level by highlighting concrete examples 
in everyone’s neighbourhoods. Local 
authorities and their citizens are at the 
forefront of climate action – Repower-
map makes their efforts and achieve-
ments visible.

Repowermap pinpoints inspiring exam-
ples, from solar arrays on a municipal 
roof spaces to highly efficient Passive 
House buildings. In so doing, this tool 
motivates individuals, companies 
and local authorities to look to these 
examples and to upload their own. 
Local authorities benefit from Repow-
ermap as an easy-to-use opportunity 
to showcase their activities. The map 
raises public awareness about available 
technologies and existing facilities, and 
is spread by a broad network of or-
ganisations, regions, local authorities, 
companies and other stakeholders. The 

map can be easily embedded in other 
websites, free of charge, and there is 
even a Repower app available for iOS 
and Android so that you can upload 
good examples and find them on the 
go. As of early 2015, nearly 60,000 
installations across Europe were listed 
on the map. This is merely the 
beginning.

Climate Alliance contact: 
Wolfgang Hofstetter
w.hofstetter@climatealliance.org

Co-funder: The Intelligent Energy 
Europe-Programme

repowermap.org  
The App: repowermap.org/app.php

Local action films in 
Luxembourg

Climate Alliance Luxembourg 
created a series of short 
videos showing concrete 
local projects and actions 
within the member municipali-
ties of Luxembourg. Initiatives 
on mobility, energy efficiency 
and renewables as well as 
development education activi-
ties and campaigns for partner 
projects in Ecuador and 
Burkina Faso were highlighted. 

klimabuendnis.lu (in French and 
Luxembourgish)

“Climate Star motivates local 
authorities, their ever more 
involved citizens, the EU and its 
Member States to commit more 
strongly to sustainable energy 
and climate action as well as 
to set ambitious targets.”  

Joachim Lorenz, President of Climate Alli-
ance
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GETTING INVOLVED
Climate Alliance’s campaigns give member municipalities the opportunity to en-
gage themselves and their residents in light-hearted and sometimes provocative 
ways on very serious topics related to climate action. The campaigns are easy to 
implement and typically result in high participation numbers with striking results.

City Cycling
The CITY CYCLING campaign invites 
local politicians and citizens to cycle for 
their municipalities, thereby promot-
ing cycling and advocating for climate 
action. Participating municipalities 
choose 21 consecutive days between 
May and September during which the 
campaign is to be implemented. At 
the end of the season, the kilometres 
covered are tallied and the top three 
municipalities in three different catego-
ries are awarded. 

In 2014, nearly 300 municipalities 
participated in CITY CYCLING with more 
than 86,000 active cyclists cover-
ing over 16,000,000 kilometres, thus 
avoiding nearly 2,400 tons of CO2 as 
compared to trips by car. Of these 
cyclists, 1,600 were members of local 
parliaments. Climate Alliance Luxem-
bourg, participating for the first time, 
saw 22 municipalities taking part in 
their Tour du Duerf. CITY CYCLING has 
been gaining momentum over the 
years and is now also gaining in inter-
nationality, having even received the 
attention and formal endorsement of 
Christiana Figueres, Executive Secretary 
of the UNFCCC.

This campaign is a unique way to 
promote climate-friendly mobility in 
that it reaches out directly to members 
of municipal parliaments, encouraging 
them to experience local cycle paths 
first hand. These politicians can then 
implement improvements based on 
their experiences, thus making it easier 
to travel by bicycle locally. 

RADar! Reporting platform
 

Getting involved in CITY CYCLING is 
straightforward; the campaign offers 
municipalities a fully developed, tried 
and true concept. Many tools and 
materials in addition to a comprehen-
sive IT infrastructure are available for a 
nominal participation fee. Participating 
municipalities in Germany can make 
use of RADar!, the first Germany-wide 
reporting platform for a better cycling 
infrastructure. RADar! allows cyclists 
to inform their local authorities via 
their mobile phones or PCs of places 
along cycling routes requiring atten-
tion. Municipalities are, in turn, able 
to use the tool as a complement to 
their own road checks and to set a 
focus on road improvement measures 
within the scope of their role as road 
maintenance authorities. Already very 
successful in Germany, RADar! will 
hopefully be available in further coun-
tries in the future.



CITY CYCLING harmonises the interests 
of road users with road safety, clima-
te protection, and the promotion of 
cycling. Contact Climate Alliance to get 
involved!

Transition Tours
Transition Tours is a campaign that 
showcases local initiatives and projects 
on the subject of sufficiency, circular 
economies and sustainable lifestyles. 
The tours, organised jointly by 
municipal governments and local 
actors, give interested citizens insight 
into how their city or town is transi-
tioning towards more sustainable pat-
terns. Perhaps more importantly, the 
tours encourage exchange and syner-
gies between municipal governments 
an citizen initiatives.
Municipal governments and citizen 

initiatives often have common goals 
in the areas of improving the quality 
of life, reducing traffic, strengthen-
ing resilience, protecting the climate. 
Many projects promote new forms of 
consumption and social innovation. 
Through Transition Tours, such ideas 
and projects serve as springboards for 
cooperation, encouraging the develop-
ment of forward-thinking municipal 
administrations that actively involve 
their citizens.

In this year-long project, Climate Alli-
ance and Transition Netzwerk D/A/CH 
(the Transition Networks in Germany, 
Austria and Switzerland) worked hand 
in hand with six pilot municipalities 
across Germany: Berlin-Spandau, 
Bielefeld, Dresden, Eberswalde, 
Frankfurt am Main and Witzenhausen 
to implement transition tours. The 
project was recognised with the Werk-
statt N label by the German Council 
for Sustainability and is an associated 
partner in the 2015 Science Year – City 
of the Future project of the German 
Federal Ministry of Science and Educa-
tion (BMBF). 

Climate Alliance contact: 
André Muno
info@stadtradeln.de

Funding body: Participation fee requi-
red. Funding for municipalities in Hesse 
(since 2013), Bavaria (since 2013) and 
Schleswig-Holstein (since 2014) has 
been available by state ministries.

Campaign start: 2008

stadtradeln.de (in German)
tourduduerf.lu (in German and French)
city-cycling.org (comming soon!)

Climate Alliance contact: 
Jörn Klein
j.klein@climatealliance.org

Co-funder: German Federal Ministry for 
the Environment, Nature Conservation, 
Building and Nuclear Safety (BMUB)

Campaign duration: Sep 2013 – Oct 
2014

stadtwandeln.de (in German)
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ZOOM – Kids on the 
move for climate 
action! 
ZOOM teaches children about the 
influences of their daily actions on 
the climate and encourages them to 
become role models for both their par-
ents and climate politicians. During one 
week, children in participating classes 
collect so-called ‘green footprints’ for 
every sustainable trip completed via 
public transport, bike or foot as well 
as for other environmentally-friendly 
habits such as sustainable nutrition. 

Its success is telling: in 2014, 180,000 
children in 11 countries participated 
collecting a total of 2,177,902 green 
footprints. These footprints were pre-
sented to Christiana Figueres, Execu-
tive Secretary of the UNFCCC during 
the 20th UN Climate Conference in 
Lima, Peru.

In 2015, ZOOM’s kick-off comes during 
Luxemburg‘s National Climate Day in 
April and culminates in the presenta-
tion of the gathered footprints at the 
Climate Conference in December, 
where it is hoped that a new post-
Kyoto agreement will be passed. As a 
tribute to the EU Year of Development, 
special focuses in 2015 will be the in-
digenous of the Amazon Basin and the 
responsible use of resources. Activities 
of participating municipalities and their 
schools are documented in detail on 
the campaign website. 

Climate Alliance has prepared a mate-
rial pack to support project implemen-
tation including lesson plans with con-
crete ideas and activities for children 
from preschool age up to 6th grade. 
Sticker albums and the symbolic ‘Joint 
Climate Voyage around the One World’ 
on climate issues as well as compre-
hensive worksheets and guidelines for 
implementation all help increase chil-
dren’s awareness of climate-friendly 
mobility and behavior. Contact Climate 
Alliance to get involved!

The Hungarian 
experience

The Hungarian Climate 
Alliance participated in the 
ZOOM campaign for the second 
time in 2014, reaching some 
10,200 children. The campaign 
has inspired them to establish 
a ‘Network of Climate Schools’ 
for which they created a guide 
on environmental curricula – 
18 schools are now making 
their own tailored environ-
mental programmes on this 
basis.

Climate Alliance contact: Claudia 
Schury and participating national
coordinators
c.schury@climatealliance.org
Co-funding: Own funding

zoom-kidsforclimate.eu 
kindermeilen.de (in German)



European Year for 
Development
Climate Alliance is kicking off a Europe-
wide campaign for the European Year 
for Development (EYD2015). Munici-
palities interested are encouraged to 
take part and get both themselves and 
their residents to take a critical look at 
how we want to live in the future and 
how we are going to get there. What 
does a ‘good life’ really mean?

The focus is on Europe’s (over)develop-
ment as well as our role and respon-
sibility in fighting climate change, 
inequality and dependency. Raising 
awareness amongst decision makers at 
all levels and sensitising them to such 
topics is crucial to achieving strategic 
political decisions for sustainable de-
velopment. Sustainable development, 
in all its dimensions (social, economic, 
ecological), has been identified as a key 
objective in the EU consultation pro-
cess towards a post-2015 development 
framework. European local authorities 

are responsible for these dimensions 
on a local level.

Various campaign materials and back-
ground information will be offered to 
interested municipalities as of May 
2015. Get active and take part in the 
Climate Alliance EYD2015 campaign!
As part of the EYD2015 campaign, 
indigenous counsellors for sustainable 
development will be making tours of 
Europe in three different visits with the 
first set for April 2015 in Luxembourg, 
Germany and Belgium.
 

Indigenous and local communities in 
the South have developed alterna-
tive strategies based on millenniums 
of knowledge on how to use natural 
resources in a sustainable way. Based 
on their experience, they will develop 
recommendations for citizens and po-
litical representatives on national and 
European levels.

Climate Alliance contact: 
Silke Lunnebach 
s.lunnebach@climatealliance.org

Funding body: EuropeAid

“Member municipalities have long recognised the role of the 
indigenous in the Climate Alliance as well as their significance 
for the future of our planet. Their traditional knowledge 
takes on a special role in the search for alternatives to the 
ecological, economic, social and cultural challenges of our 
time. Climate Alliance has thus become a major international 
actor and promoter of global climate protection, rainforest 
protection, and sustainable consumption.”

Silvia Hesse, City of Hanover (DE) – 
Founding Climate Alliance member
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Take the future of the 
global climate into your 
own hands and join the 
Climate Alliance!

•  Get methodological support for climate and energy plans
•  Build capacities locally with the right tools and training
•  Enhance financing of local campaigns
•  Help shape decisions on national and EU levels
•  Establish partnerships with indigenous peoples of Amazonia

European municipalities and Amazonian indigenous peoples – 
united for local climate action and rainforest protection

European Secretariat
europe@climatealliance.org
Tel: +49 (0)69 - 71 71 39 -0

Follow Climate Alliance on social media!

Find out more on climatealliance.org

Brussels Office
brussels@climatealliance.org
Tel: +32 (0)2 213 83 46

This publication includes many descriptions of projects supported in part by the European Union. The contents of this publication are 
the sole responsibility of Climate Alliance and can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union.


